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Movie: Reflection on the Theme “Coming Of Age” in the “Film Room”
The movie “Room” build is horrific incidences that are characteristic of human beings. Usually, people undergo developmental stages in their lives, which have distinct experiences from each other. “Room” captures experiences of childhood, teenage, and adulthood of characters joy and jack. For instance, the movie explores the incidence of rape and imprisonment of a teenager, a reality that someone yarning to learn new things in life can encounter. As such, the film “room” cannot qualify as a horror, but best fit in the category of “coming- of – age” movies because the theme of growth and exploration of life is dominant. 
The first act of the movie introduces the audience to the life of the character Jack and Joy. The two characters live in Room and never do they leave their place. It suffices to remark that the two characters are captives of Room and do not think about any other adventurous reality outside Room. Jack is born in Room and feels haunted by the knowledge that Room limits his mother, Joy, and him, from getting pleasure from outside of Room (Room (10: 30- 16:01). The director of the movie portrays Jack as a boy that takes pleasure in playing with the mother and his toy. 
The incidences in the first act are the imagery of a very innocent child who is not old enough to learn and hold realities. However, when Jack is five, his mother Joy considers him somehow capable of knowing that they are captives, and leaving Room is impossible (Room 30:39- 30:50). At this point, the movie makes it clear that human beings experience an explosion of consciousness after learning that they are and what circumstances pin them down in life. Jack wonders why they are captives, yet he sees it possible to leave Room since he is not guarded or put in chains. However, his age does not allow him to hold complex thoughts about reality. He will come to understand when he becomes a young adult.
Through the character Jack, the movie shows how children are approaching adolescence, and the adolescents embrace self- reflection to discover their capabilities and limitation. Self- meditation is an aspect of life, and every person weighs himself or herself against the forces of reality. The character Jack, considers himself to be mature to learn what the outside of Room holds for him. He has never been out by himself, so the method of getting the understanding of the outside world is still a riddle to him (Room 57: 23- 59:06). However, Jack and Joy fill that the time to escape from the captivity of life in Room is running out. They anticipate breaking their chains of captivity and leave the walls of Room to another part of the outside world. The feeling of wanting freedom comes with age. It is evident that when a person reaches a teenage, the first thing they crave is individual freedom.
[bookmark: _GoBack]From the film, “Room” the audience can infer that “coming of age” involves breaking the chains of childhood naivety, exploring the adolescent life for understanding reality, and fighting personal conflicts that pertain to search for gender identity and sexuality. The last thing that people fight for is their freedom. A free person enjoys autonomy in all spheres of human life. The irony part of the movie is that Jack and Joy think that leaving Room is the beginning of independence but exposes them to a broader prison of human captivity (Room 1:30:00). They cannot just do what they want, and everyday new is present challenging experiences. Therefore, all the events in the film “Room” advance the theme “Coming of Age.” 
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